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GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF MERCHANT MARINE  
ENFORCEMENT AND COMPLIANCE DEPARTMENT  

 

Resolution No. 107-OMI-294-DGMM                                   Panama, November 18, 2024. 
 

THE UNDERSIGNED GENERAL DIRECTOR IN CHARGE,  
GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF MERCHANT MARINE  

Pursuant powers granted to her under the Law, 
 

WHEREAS: 
 

That Law Decree No. 7 dated February 10, 1998 created the Panama Maritime Authority 
and sets forth as part of its functions, to recommend policies and actions, to carry out 
administrative acts, and to make sure that the laws and rules and regulations from the 
Maritime Sector are complied with.  
 
That number 7, Section 4 of said Law Decree No. 7 dated February 10, 1998 sets forth that 
the Panama Maritime Authority has the responsibility to evaluate and to propose to the 
Executive Branch and to other state agencies when they so request it, to take all necessary 
measures to adopt international treaties and conventions regarding activities carried out in 
the Maritime Sector. 
 
That number 5, Section 2, Law No. 2 dated January 17, 1980 sets forth that the General 
Directorate of Consular and Maritime Affairs, now the General Directorate of Merchant 
Marine, Panama Maritime Authority, shall “Ensure strict compliance of shipping, safety, 
hygiene, and pollution prevention of the marine environment laws by ships registered under 
the Panamanian Flag and ships registered under other flags, which are within Panamanian 
territorial waters.” 
 
That pursuant number 5, Section 30 of Law Decree No. 7 dated February 10, 1998 the 
General Directorate of Merchant Marine should ensure that ships which are registered under 
Panamanian Flag and which are within Panamanian territorial waters, comply with national 
legislation and rules and regulations, as well as legislation and rules and regulations that are 
part of International Conventions and which have been ratified by the Republic of Panama 
on matters related to the safety of navigation, maritime safety, and pollution prevention 
control at sea. 
 
That the Republic of Panama adopted the International Convention for the Safety of Life at 
Sea (SOLAS), 1974 through Law No. 7 dated October 27, 1977 and its 1978 Protocol 
through Law No. 12, November 9, 1981; it also adopted the 1988 Protocol of the International 
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 through Law No. 31 dated July 11, 2007. 
 
That through Resolution No.106-OMI-52-DGMM dated March 19, 2008 the General 
Directorate of Merchant Marine adopted Circular MSC.1/Circ.1222 dated December 11, 
2006 issued by the Maritime Safety Committee, International Maritime Organization, on the 
Guidelines for the annual performance testing of Shipborne Voyage Data Recorders (RDT, 
VDRs) and of Simplified Shipborne Voyage Data Recorders (S-VDRs). 
 
That through Resolution No.106-OMI-125-DGMM dated May 22, 2012 the General 
Directorate of Merchant Marine adopted Resolution MSC.333(90) dated May 22, 2012 on 
the Revised Recommendation on performance standards for Shipborne Voyage Data 
Recorders (VDRs) on board.  
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That the Maritime Safety Committee, International Maritime Organization, approved Circular 
MSC.1/Circ.1222/Rev.1 dated June 14, 2019 regarding amendments to the Guidelines for 
the annual performance testing of Shipborne Voyage Data Recorders (VDRs) and of 
Simplified Shipborne Voyage Data Recorders (S-VDRs). 
 
That the the Maritime Safety Committee, International Maritime Organization, approved 
Circular MSC.1/Circ.1040/Rev.2 dated October 18, 2021 regarding amendments to the 
Guidelines for the annual testing of emergency-position radio beacons (EPIRBs). 
 
That in order to ensure effectiveness and control by the Panama Maritime Authority in 
executing its functions, it is necessary that the General Directorate of Merchant Marine, 
Panama Maritime Authority, adopt these guidelines so that the General Directorate of 
Merchant Marine may comply therewith, ttherefore, it 

 
 

DECIDES AS FOLLOWS:  
 

FIRST: TO ADOPT all provisions set forth in Circular 
MSC.1/Circ.1222/Rev.1 dated June 14, 2019 
regarding the amendments to the Guidelines for the 
annual performance testing of Voyage Data 
Recorders (RDT, VDR) and Simplified Voyage Data 
Recorders (RDT-S, S-VDR), as well as all 
provisions set forth in Circular 
MSC.1/Circ.1040/Rev.2 dated October 18, 2021 
regarding the amendments to the Guidelines for the 
annual testing of emergency-position radio beacons 
(EPIRBs), by adopting the text in this Resolution. 

 
SECOND: TO ENFORCE all provisions set forth in Circular 

MSC.1/Circ.1222/Rev.1 dated June 14, 2019 as 
well as all provisions set forth in Circular 
MSC.1/Circ.1040/Rev.2 dated October 18, 2021 to 
all ships registered under the Panamanian Flag, in 
order to unify existing practices.  

 
THIRD: The General Directorate of Merchant Marine may 

regulate the provisions of this Resolution, or may 
establish appropriate interpretation criteria through 
Circulars or to inform through Merchant Marine 
Notices, if applicable and appropiate or if required 
necessary for implementation thereof.  

 
FOURTH: All Organizations Recognized by the Republic of 

Panama, shall comply with these Guidelines. 
 

FIFTH: That the contents of this Resolution be 
communicated to the Organizations Recognized by 
the Republic of Panama, owners, ship operators, 
captains, and authorized representatives of ships 
registered in the Ship Registry of Panama. 

 
SIXTH: This Resolution abolishes all prior provisions which 

are contrary hereto.  
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SEVENTH: This Resolution shall enter into force on the date of 

its publication in the Official Gazette. 
 

    LEGAL BASIS:    Law No. 2 dated January 17, 1980;  
                                                                   Law Decree No. 7 dated February 10, 1998;  
                                                                 Law No. 7 dated October 27, 1977;  
                                                                 Law No. 12 dated November 9, 1981;  
                                                                 Law No. 31 dated July 11, 2007. 
 
LET IT BE PUBLISHED, COMMUNICATED, AND COMPLIED WITH. 

 
 
 
 

Rina Berrocal H.  
General Director in Charge of Merchant Marine.  

 
 
RBH/SD/JMB/JGC  


